Groups of Merino ram lambs were immunized against GnRH either soon after birth (prepubertal) 
Introduction
It is well known that repeated immunization of adult male and female domestic animals against the hypothalamic decapeptide gonadotrophin releasing hormone (GnRH) can prevent the production of gonadotrophins and result in the cessation of reproductive function (Jeffcoate et al, 1978 (Jeffcoate et al, , 1982 Robertson et al., 1979 Robertson et al., , 1982 Schanbacher, 1982) . As a result, considerable attention has been paid to the production of practical methods to induce infertility or control of sexual activity in domestic animals through long-term immunity to GnRH.
Although it has been shown that the suppressive effects of anti-GnRH immunization of adult sheep and cattle (Keeling and Crighton, 1984) on reproductive function is reversible with time, the long-term effects of such immunization when applied to animals early in life has not been thoroughly investigated. Gonadotrophins play a vital role in normal development of the gonads and their cellular components (Courot, 1967) , and endogenous GnRH is essential for the maintenance of normal concentrations of pituitary GnRH receptors (Fraser et al, 1982; Popkin and Fraser, 1985) . A prolonged reduction in the number of pituitary GnRH recep¬ tors following immunization against GnRH (Popkin and Fraser, 1985) , together with a concomitant decrease in en¬ dogenous LH (Abraham, 1974) (Mattner et al, 1971) . At the end of the study, a semen sample was collected from each ram (where possible) using the electroejaculation procedure (Blackshaw, 1954) (Hancock, 1952 (Table 5 ). In 
